
5 KEYS TO
HAVING AN
EFFICIENT FIREPLACE



There is no denying it - nothing beats a crackling, cozy fire in 
the living room during the winter months!

When the evenings are cold and dark, drinking hot chocolate 
with your family in the living room around a cozy fire is “as good 
as it gets,” isn’t it?

Here at Ebyland, we want to make your fireplace dreams 
come true for the winter months, and part of that is helping you 
know if your existing fireplace is efficient.

If you go through these five points and realize your fireplace 
needs and upgrade or service work to be more efficient, contact 
the Ebyland team, and we will make sure your fireplace is ready 
for the winter!

Alright, let’s look at the five keys to having an efficient 
fireplace.
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INSTALL A
FIREPLACE
INSERT

MANY OLDER HOMES, AND SOME NEWER 

HOMES, COME WITH MAJESTIC FIREPLACES 

MADE OF MASONRY STONE AND FINE 

CRAFTSMANSHIP.  THESE FIREPLACES ARE 

BEAUTIFUL, BUT THEY ARE NOT USUALLY 

EFFICIENT HEAT SOURCES!

THANKFULLY, THESE OLDER FIREPLACES CAN 

BE MADE EFFICIENT HEAT SOURCES BY HAVING A 

FIREPLACE INSERT INSTALLED

INSIDE THEM.

A FIREPLACE INSERT IS A FIREPROOF BOX 

BUILT WITH STEEL OR CAST IRON, INSULATED 

GLASS, AND A COMBUSTION SYSTEM.  IT IS 

INSTALLED IN YOUR EXISTING FIREPLACE, 

AND IT QUICKLY TURNS AN INEFFICIENT, 

DRAFTY FIREPLACE INTO AN EFFICIENT HEAT 

SOURCE AND FAVORITE GATHERING SPOT IN 

YOUR HOME.

FIREPLACE INSERTS CAN BE 

WOOD-BURNING, GAS, OR PELLET TO MATCH 
YOUR PRIMARY FUEL SOURCE.

HOW DOES
AN INSERT

 WORK?
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HAVING A QUALITY GLASS DOOR ON YOUR 

FIREPLACE ADDRESSES TWO ISSUES YOU FACE 

WITH A FIREPLACE.

FIRST, THERE IS THE SAFETY ISSUE.
HAVING AN OPEN FIREPLACE IS AN 

INVITATION FOR A CHILD OR ANIMAL TO FALL 

INTO THE FIRE ACCIDENTALLY AND SUFFER 

SEVERE BURNS.  WHILE A GLASS DOOR GETS 

HOT AND CAN ALSO CAUSE A BURN, IT 

PREVENTS PEOPLE, ANIMALS, AND OTHER 

OBJECTS FROM ACTUALLY FALLING INTO 

THE FLAMES.

.
AND SECOND, THERE IS THE 

DRAFT ISSUE.

FIRE NEEDS OXYGEN AND A DRAFT TO 

BURN WELL.  WHEN NO GLASS DOOR IS 

PRESENT, A FIRE CAN SUCK EXTRA AIR FROM 

THE ROOM AND BURN TOO HOTLY, MAKING 

THE FIRE HARD TO REGULATE AND 

INEFFICIENT FOR LONG PERIODS.

IF A FIREPLACE HAS A GLASS DOOR, 

HOWEVER, YOU CAN BETTER CONTROL THE 

FIRE BY USING A DAMPER.  THIS ALLOWS YOU 

TO REGULATE THE FIRE, ESPECIALLY WHEN 

LETTING THE FIRE BURN DOWN AT NIGHT 

TIME, OR WHEN THE WEATHER OUTSIDE IS 

NOT AS BITTERLY COLD.

HAVE A 
GLASS 
DOOR



HAVE THE DAMPER
PROPERLY SEALED 
AND WORKING
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MANY PEOPLE ARE AWARE THEIR 

FIREPLACE HAS A DAMPER, BUT THERE IS 

OFTEN CONFUSION AROUND THE DAMPER’S 

FUNCTION.

ESSENTIALLY, THE DAMPER REGULATES 

THE AIRFLOW AND INTENSITY OF THE FIRE.  

BECAUSE FIRE NEEDS AIR TO BURN, IT HAS 

MORE OXYGEN AND BURNS HOTTER IF THE 

DAMPER IS OPEN.  IF THE DAMPER IS 

PARTIALLY CLOSED, THEN AIRFLOW IS 

RESTRICTED, AND THE FIRE DOESN’T BURN AS 

HOTLY.

THE FIREPLACE DAMPER IS THE KEY TO 

REGULATING YOUR FIRE AND KEEPING IT 

EFFICIENT.

THE PROBLEM IS THAT DAMPERS LOSE 

THEIR SEAL AND EFFICIENCY OVER TIME FROM 

DUST, DIRT, AND NORMAL USE.  A DAMAGED 

DAMPER MEANS YOU ARE LOSING HEAT, AND 

YOUR FIREPLACE IS NOT AS EFFECTIVE.  

IF YOU KNOW YOUR DAMPER IS DAMAGED 

OR NOT PROPERLY SEALED,  YOU SHOULD 

HAVE IT CLEANED OR REPLACED.
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IF YOU HAVE A GAS FIREPLACE, YOU CAN 

SKIP THIS POINT, BUT IF YOU BURN WOOD OR A 

WOOD REPLACEMENT (FIRE BLOCKS OR WOOD 
PELLETS), THIS POINT IS CRITICAL!.

WHY IS DRY MATERIAL SUCH A 

BIG DEAL FOR AN EFFICIENT 

FIREPLACE?

IF WOOD MATERIAL IS WET WHILE BEING 

BURNED, IT HAS MANY ADVERSE EFFECTS, 

INCLUDING:

AN INCREASE IN SOOT AND SMOKE

AN INCREASE IN EMISSIONS

LESS HEAT

BLACKENING OF THE FIREPLACE (OR 
STOVE) AND CHIMNEY

WOOD MATERIAL SHOULD BE SEASONED, 

MEANING ITS MOISTURE CONTENT IS LESS 

THAN 20%.  WHEN DRYING OR PURCHASING 

WOOD MATERIAL, MAKE SURE IT IS DRY AND 

READY TO BURN - IT ISN’T WORTH THE 
EFFORT TO BURN IT WET!

AT EBYLAND, WE OFFER FIREBLOX, WOOD 

PELLETS, AND FIREWOOD THAT IS 

PACKAGED, DRY, AND READY TO BURN.  YOU 

CAN PICK IT UP AT OUR STORE, OR WE CAN 

DELIVER IT DIRECTLY TO YOUR HOME!  VISIT 

OUR WEBSITE TO LEARN MORE AND TO 

ORDER ONLINE.

BURN
DRY
MATERIAL
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KEEP THE 
CHIMNEY CLEAN 

LIKE THE GLASS DOOR, A CLEAN CHIMNEY 

HAS BOTH A SAFETY AND EFFICIENCY 

COMPONENT.

IN REGARDS TO SAFETY, A CLEAN CHIMNEY 

HELPS PREVENT A CHIMNEY OR HOUSE FIRE 

WHEN USING A STOVE.  

WHEN YOU BURN WOOD PRODUCTS, SOME 

RESIDUE, SOOT, AND CREOSOTE (A TYPE OF 
CARBON TAR) STICK IN THE CHIMNEY.  IF 
THESE PRODUCTS BUILD UP OVER TIME, THEY 

CAN IGNITE FROM A BURNING EMBER AND 

START A FIRE.

FROM THE EFFICIENCY SIDE, A CLEAN 

CHIMNEY MEANS THE FIREPLACE’S AIRFLOW 

IS CONSISTENT AND CLEAN.  THIS HELPS 

PROTECT THE DAMPER AND OTHER SEALS IN 

THE FIREPLACE, MAKING THE FIRE BETTER 

CONTAINED, MORE EFFICIENT, AND EASIER TO 

REGULATE.

IF YOU KNOW YOUR CHIMNEY IS DIRTY, IT 

ISN’T WORTH THE RISK OF GOING ANOTHER 

SEASON WITHOUT CLEANING IT - SCHEDULE A 
CLEANING TODAY!



Fireplaces are an excellent resource for efficient heat in your 
home with the right setup and fuel supply.

If you live close to Cumberland, MD, and are looking for 
fireplace or stove installation or service,  contact the team at 
Ebyland today.  We install and service gas, wood, and pellet 
stoves and fireplaces.  We also sell and deliver firewood, 
Fireblox (firewood replacement), and wood pellets.

Contact our team or visit our store today and be ready for the 
coming winter!
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CONCLUSION


